NOBEL
the old fellow's bad health is the principal reason for the irritable
mood he sometimes displays/'
On the son's side, however, the incident seems to have rankled
slightly. In February, 1868, the father and son were jointly
awarded the Letterstcdt Prize of the Swedish Academy of Sciences
" for outstanding original work in the realm of art, literature or
science, or for important discoveries of practical value to man-
kind/' The Academy had decided to award the prize " jointly
to Herr I. Nobel, and his son, Hcrr Alfred Nobel; to the former
for his services in connection with the use of mtro-glyccrine as an
explosive in general, and to the latter more particularly for the
discovery of dynamite/' The prize-winners were allowed to
choose whether the prize should be in money or in the form of a
gold medal. They chose a medal, which remained in the possession
of the elder Nobel. As we shall see later, Alfred Nobel waived
his claim to any of his mother's property, keeping only a few
small things, including the Letterstedt Medal. He wrote to the
* executor: " The Letterstedt Medal may as well come to me. I
understand perfectly what my mother meant when she wrote,
' It belongs to Alfred Nobel/ My mother knew a lot of things
that the public is not aware of/'
The incident had left a scar, but the father and son continued
to work together after this controversy without further friction,
and began to put the new explosive on the market, although only
in very small quantities. Then, on the 3rd September, 1864, the
terrible explosion occurred which entirely undermined the old
man's strength. At this critical period Alfred devoted all his
energies to saving the business, which seemed to be inevitably
doomed to disaster. He was assisted in this by Ms aunt, a certain
Frau Elde, who introduced him to a certain Swedish millionaire,
J, W. Smitt, who appreciated the importance of the discovery.
By the 22nd October Nobel had founded a company for the manu-
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